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NIFFF
AND TWO EXPANDED FOCUSES

Animation and Asia

FILMEXPLORER attended this year's Neuchâtel International Fantastic Film

Festival (NIFFF), held July 3–11, 2026. Dedicated to fantastic cinema in all its

forms, NIFFF stands out on the festival circuit for the special attention it pays to

Asian cinema and digital creation.

FILMEXPLORER’s selection, this year, especially focuses on animation films and

Vietnam productions.

Focus Animation NIFFF
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[…] En faisant du décor le sujet même de son film, Alberto Vázquez semble ainsi
rappeler que le cinéma n'a jamais été autre chose qu'un immense atelier de
fabrication du monde. - Alexandre Ducommun

«The Truman Show meets Happy Tree Friends», reads the NIFFF programme

description and watching Decorado by Spanish director Alberto Vázquez, the

comparison feels spot on. The film follows Arnold, a man in his forties adrift in an

existential crisis.

Light Pillar

[…] Xu Zao réunit le cinéma et la réalité virtuelle sous une même définition :
deux fabriques de l'illusion, capables de produire des émotions sincères.
- Alexandre Ducommun

Can we even feel nostalgic for a world we’ve never known? The question posed by

Light Pillar goes far beyond that of virtual reality. Through it, Xu Zao explores our

relationship with images themselves and the way they continue to evoke

emotions, regardless of how realistic they are.

Expanding the Focus Animation
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We Are Aliens & Jim Queen

Another animation pick spotted at Annecy Festival 2026: We Are Aliens by Kohei

Kadowaki celebrates a child's untamed imagination, while quietly mourning how

far that imagination can spiral, so far it becomes incomprehensible to others.

And at the 60th Karlovy Vary IFF: Jim Queen by Nicolas Athané, Marco

Nguyen. The film's analogy with the AIDS crisis may not be subtle, but it's

incredibly e!ective, the Heterosis virus may not kill gay men, but it wipes out

queer culture, its history, and its community.

Focus Asia NIFFF

i grew an inch when my father died

Through strong formal choices, P.R. Monencillo Patindol’s i grew an inch when
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my father died explores the complex disentanglement from the fathers, be they

figures of a patriarchal society or examples of weakness and violence. An

astonishing and mature debut.

Phi Phong: The Blood Demon

Phi Phong: The Blood Demon by Đỗ Quốc Trung: There is nothing more

e!ective, than a beautifully captured image of nature in all its grandeur as the

backdrop for a supernatural horror film. Perhaps it has something to do with the

vastness of an untamed landscape: hidden, forbidden, untouched, and keeping

secrets from humankind.

Asian Shorts
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In the reading of Fareyah Kaukab, this year's NIFFF Asian Shorts selection

turned the human body into a battleground: Jung Hye-In's Reviving The Engine
imagines a woman melting into the oil and asphalt of her industrial surroundings,

while Joe Hsieh's Praying Mantis casts motherhood as predation, born from the

precarious conditions forced on women's bodies. Yu Chih-chieh's The Last
Jiangshi flips to the other extreme with a vampire who cannot die, a wry take on

billionaires chasing immortality through wealth, finding little meaning in an

eternal existence. Closing on a hopeful note, Nomura Fusso's stop-motion

Hoodsteps follows a woman whose foot grows a face, using absurdity to process

grief and the numbing repetition of daily life.

Expanding the Focus Asia

Cao Fei - Testimonies to the Near Future

Kunstmuseum Basel - Exhibition

From «Cosplayers», © Courtesy of the artist, Creative Vitamin Space, and Sprüth Magers

In Cao Fei’s retrospective at Kunstmuseum Gegenwart Basel, technology is

never simply celebrated or condemned. Between playfulness and alienation,

optimism and disillusionment, the Chinese artist explores the infrastructures that
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shape contemporary life, revealing how fiction can expose reality more incisively

than realism itself.

Text: Giuseppe Di Salvatore

read full article

New Voices
Simona Koch

After decades of working as a cleaner in Switzerland to send money to her family,

Joli yearns to go back home to the Dominican Republic. Simona Koch’s Master

film Tirando piedras a la luna captures this delicate turning point in Joli’s

immigration story, as she looks back at everything she left behind, and everything

her years in Switzerland took from her.

Interview with Simona Koch by Eugénie Bouquet

read full article
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Summer break

Summer is in full swing, and we're

chasing the shade for a short break.

In a couple of weeks, we'll be back,

ready to discover new film gems at

the Locarno Film Festival.

See you there!

Dear culture-seekers

Filmexplorer both represents a global niche and acts as a Swiss-anchored player.

If you share our passion, make it count and we will be grateful for your donation!
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